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SA BRANCH MERIT AWARDS

Background

Currently in SA there are two types of awards for Officers who contribute to the Branch.

· Life Membership - generally for outstanding service over 10 years.
· Presentation Dinner awards – gifts to retiring Council members. May be for 1 or more years service.

Need for another award

The 10-year requirement for Life Membership, while reasonable for such a high award, precludes some office bearers who, for various reasons do not remain in office for such a long period. Some have moved interstate. Some have even retired from swimming under 10 years due to injury or impairment.

The presentation awards, while an excellent idea, apply to virtually all retiring office bearers. They do not necessarily reflect achievements in office.

It is considered that there is a need for and “in between” award. This should be for people who have made a considerable contribution in the shorter term – say 2 to 5 years.

Criteria

· Outstanding service to the SA Branch (Not a Club)
· Emphasis to be given to the person’s contribution to the Branch rather than length of service.
· Minimum period normally 2 years. 3 years desirable.
· Must be an Masters Member at the time of service.
· Nomination and Award can be made after membership ceases – a 2 year limit to apply.
· Normally expect that no more than say 2/3 awards would be made per annum in SA.

Method

1. Brief summary of achievements to be prepared by nominator.
2. Nomination to be seconded by a minimum of 2 clubs and presented at a Council meeting at least 3 months prior to date of Presentation dinner.
3. Voting to be at a subsequent Council meeting, with 2/3 Council majority required to pass.
4. Awards to normally be made at the Presentation Dinner. But if inconvenient, it can be made at a Council Meeting or other function agreed by Council.
5. Award to comprise an inscribed object and a certificate signed by the State President, or other items/package as agreed by Council. Cost to be met by the Branch.

Note:

Acceptance of an Award of Merit should not in any way preclude nomination for any other awards such as - Life Membership, National or Club Awards, etc.
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