[bookmark: _GoBack]Des arrived in Adelaide from Broken Hill in mid 1981 where he had been involved with the Broken Hill Swimming Club. His children took up Swimming with T.T.G. amateurs that year, and in 1983 he joined the club committee in addition to undertaking officials training with S.A. Swimming Association as a timekeeper and starter continuing in these positions until 1990.
As his wife Jenny had joined AUSSI  in the mid eighties  he was encouraged to help out at AUSSI meets in 1991.  Under Ivan Wingate’s guidance he attended interclubs and state cups etc for the next couple of years gaining AUSSI accreditation as a Starter in 1993 and has continued in this capacity from then until the present. (2013)
In 1994 he was an official at the Nationals and has officiated at each Adelaide Nationals since. In addition he has officiated at the 2007 Nationals Darwin, the 2009 Nationals Brisbane and the XII FINA World Masters Championships Perth 2008.
He gained FINA Masters Official Status (Starter) in 2007. Also in 2007 he officiated at the World Police and Fire Games and in 2010 Officiated at the Special Olympics both in Adelaide. He has officiated at numerous Masters Games in Adelaide, Alice Springs, Pt. Pirie and Mildura over many years.
Since the inception of the Australia Day Jetty to Jetty swim he has been the starter. He also had one year as branch treasurer in 1992-1993.

