Ivan Wingate was a SA Country swimmer of note and came to Adelaide in his early 20s.  As delegate for Renmark on the SAASA State Council, he soon learned his swimming administration craft later to be used in the furtherance of Masters Swimming.  He was one of the first to be accredited as a referee and later inaugurated the coaching education programme.  Ivan also coached two of the more successful SAASA clubs.  

Ivan joined Atlantis AUSSI in 1979 and swam in the 1980 Nationals held in Adelaide.  Later that year, he attended the inaugural meeting of the SA AUSSI Branch and became Vice President.  He continued in that role until 1984 when he was elected Branch President.   The following year he also became National President so had to relinquish the Branch position at the end of that term.   Ivan served as National President for four years then National Executive Director for approximately twelve years.  He was on the Board of the 2nd Australian Masters Games held in Adelaide in 1989 and, due to his concern regarding the lack of central national co-ordination, he initiated the concept of a Masters Committee on the then Confederation of Australian Sport - the owners of the Australian Masters Games.  He remained on that committee for its duration.  

Ivan represented Australia at a number of international Masters Swimming congresses and in 1998 was elected to the FINA Masters Committee – a position he still holds.  A highlight was being appointed as Chief Referee at the FINA World Masters Championships in Casablanca.  He has been awarded the Australian Sports Medal for services to Masters Swimming and the Australian Centenary Medal for services to the development of sport in South Australia.

