It is very difficult to concisely summarise John's immense contribution to the South Australian Branch over the last 10+ years. He has handled so much - administrative and on pool deck - and always willing to "fill gaps". For example: deputising for the President at National Committee of Management meetings; taking up the challenge when the new concept of the Jetty to Jetty swim had to be established - after negotiations with the amateur body which was involved with the Henley to Grange long swim broke down. John also was organiser of numerous National events - which included AUSSI Nationals and Australian (Australasian) Masters Games.

In recent years he has filled yet another "gap", donning yet another coat - this time as MC at the Annual Presentation Dinners. In this role his humour and incredible knowledge of virtually all members present was a highlight.

John has exceptional management skills and a "can do - in real time" work ethic. He has the ability to delegate wisely, but then accepts that working with volunteers is like "walking on eggshells" and so is very tolerant of those who perhaps do not always meet his high standards. Despite all of the administrative and officiating demands, John still manages to train regularly with his club, Tea Tree Gully, and is a most proficient swimmer - both in the pool and in Open Water events.

John had come to notice assisting on pool deck in the mid 90s and soon after became Swim Meet Director - soon after to become State Secretary, a position he would hold at various times. To summarise his involvement:    1999 - Meet Director, Masters Games;      2001 to 2004 - State Secretary;    2002 to 2007 - Co-ordinator of Jetty to Jetty event;   2005 - Convenor of Australian Masters Games;      2006 to present - State Secretary;      2007 - Organiser of Australasian Masters Games;      2007 - Pool event co-ordinator, World Police and Fire Games.
