 Peter Gillett was the first to be awarded South Australian Branch Life Membership in 1985.
Peter Gillett first became involved with Masters Swimming in 1979 . . . and in 1980 became President of the Salisbury Seals (Central Districts) Club.  Peter was elected State President at the first Annual General Meeting of AUSSI Masters Swimming in South Australia.  Previously, a group known as Old Timers Swimming League had been operating in South Australia since 1973 with varying degrees of enthusiasm.  The first meeting was in fact held at Peter's home.  Peter subsequently spent 2 periods as Branch President: 1980-1984 and 1986 to 1990.  In the two intervening years he was Branch Secretary.

Peter was instrumental in many National initiatives during the early years.  He was SA delegate at the inaugural "National Delegates" meeting held in Adelaide in 1980 in conjunction with the National Swim.  He remained SA's Board member until 1991.  In 1982 Peter was appointed National Recorder to be followed with a period as World Recorder - in which time he formalised the record application process and established the World Record system. Earlier, in1981, Peter compiled the first National Top Ten.  Much of this early recording was done manually and Peter was well regarded for his meticulous recording.  Peter had a great interest in technology and was responsible for the first on-site swim system which was used in 1982.  

Peter Gillett was awarded National Life Membership in 1991.
All the while Peter continued his involvement with events in South Australia.  He was the coordinator of the 1986 AUSSI Masters National Swim and followed this with coordinator of the 2nd Australian Masters Games, also held in Adelaide, in 1986.  Peter was renowned for his organisational and leadership qualities.  Throughout, Peter contributed to local Interclub and State Cup events which began in 1981 at the Parade Pool, Norwood.

Peter Gillett retired from involvement in Masters swimming in 1994.  In 1995 he was presented with the Award of Distinction by the Confederation of Sport in recognition of his long and valued service to Masters swimming.

Peter Gillett died on November 11, 2007.  The South Australian Branch was represented at Peter's funeral by long time friends Darryl Hawkes (fellow Life Member), Kit Simons (fellow Life Member) and his wife Di.  His contribution to our organization is well remembered, particularly by those involved in those early years.

 

 

